PRESIDENT’S CDA REPORT TO THE RCAA

AGM 2008 QUÉBEC CITY
11-13 SEP 08 

'Durant la dernière année nous avons maintenue notre position d'influence que nous avons au sein de l'CAD. Notre réputation à la CAD est très reconnue comme étant une Association qui est très bien organisée et seine financièrement. Nous participons activement aux Assemblées du Concil de la CAD et nous étions encore une fois très bien représenter à l'Assemblée General Annuelle de la CAD à Ottawa le 21 et 22 février 2008. 
This year we submitted Gen Hillier as our nominee for the Vimy Award.  We suggested in our quick response to the call for nominations, that our message be circulated to all in order to make the nomination unanimous.  I can’t say that it was our response on this was the key factor but it has been announced that Gen Hillier is indeed this years recipient.  We had no nomination to put forward for the Ross Munro Media Award.  Sadly, our nomination for the CDA 75th Anniversary Book Prize the author Andrew Cohen, did not win but the competition was quite strong with many nomination and it was won by Dr. Jack Granatstein.  We have remained active in commenting on issues that have been sent to us by the CDA.  This usually involves the staffing of position papers by various associations but this year there is a  focus on looking at the CDA itself and if and how it should change to meet the challenges of the future.  
Je voudrais remercié le Colonel Commandant sortant, pour le temps qu'il a pris pour répondre à notre appel pour donner ses commentaires sur ce sujet. Son implication a été apprécié par la CAD. Je suis fière de dire que L'AARC demeure comme une des plus fortes Associations au sein de la CAD et est reconnue comme telle par la CAD
I attended both CDA Council Meeting since our last AGM and presented the following reports:
RCAA OUTREACH REPORT TO CDA COUNCIL MEETING

17 NOV 07

The RCAA has continued in this past year with its efforts to expand our communications both internal and external to our membership.  Almost all of the information circulated by the CDA is passed on to members through our members of our Executive, our Advisory Committee and through our Area Representatives.  In addition the RCA Net that we have established continues to grow and, while this is used primarily for the passage of regimental specific information it can be used to pass CDA material as well.  Our efforts to increase our membership are an integral part of this outreach and we are running our trial this year in the Montreal area with a new membership model.

Our AGM was held in Brandon/CFB Shilo in September of this year.  It was attended by over 100 members and received briefings on current operations and issues.  It gave our attendees excellent background for responding to questions on Afghanistan and the state of the RCA.

RCAA REPORT TO CDA COUNCIL

20 FEB 2008

The RCAA has done well over this past year.  Our financial position is adequate to fair and we are able to meet our costs such as they are without touching our reserve. 

At our AGM in September of 2007 we approved the membership trial that I mentioned to you last year at this time.  It is too early to tell if our new membership model in Quebec is being successful or not.  If successful, it will strengthen our numbers there and we will go country wide with it beginning in 2009. What we are looking at specifically is whether lowering our annual membership dues and combining them with membership dues in local Gunner organizations will result in increased membership. 

Our RCAA net continues to be the primary effort in our outreach programme.  We reach many of the local Artillery Associations by this means and are content that information of importance is sent out to a wide audience across the country. In another initiative, we are making a special effort this year to reach out to and to enrol retired NCMs as members of the Association.  We have for years been primarily an Association of officers and have missed out on the expertise that is available in the large body of retired NCMs.

To commemorate the service of our past Colonel-Commandant MGen J.A. MacInnis we have doubled the number of bursaries we award this year to four and doubled the amount of each to $1000.00.  In fact, we will be announcing the winners of these bursaries at a Gunner Luncheon we will be hosting Friday at noon.  These bursaries commemorate the Service of LCol Jack De Hart MC and Master Gunner Chip Evoy MM and Bar.

Our AGM will be held in Quebec City this year from 11 to 13 September and we are expecting a huge turnout.  We are not only celebrating the 400th anniversary of the City but also the 40th anniversary of the standing up of 5e Régiment d’Artillerie Légere du Canada.

